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Region/Year	 2005	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	
Vietnam	(Total)	 105.6	 111.6	 112.1	 110.5	 111.2	 111.9	 112.3	 113.8	
Red	River	Delta	 109.3	 110.8	 119.0	 115.3	 116.2	 122.4	 120.9	 124.6	
Northern	Midlands	and	Mountain	Areas		 101.8	 109.1	 114.2	 108.5	 109.9	 110.4	 108.2	 112.4	
North	Central	and	Central	Coastal	Areas		 104.7	 112.4	 108.2	 109.7	 114.3	 103.3	 112.1	 112.3	
Central	Highlands	 108.5	 117.3	 116.7	 105.6	 108.2	 104.3	 98.4	 114.1	
South	East	 106.8	 117.5	 116.8	 109.9	 105.9	 108.8	 111.9	 114.2	
































	 Total	 First	birth	order	 Second	birth	order	 Third	and	higher	birth	order	
National	total	 111.9	 109.7	 111.9	 119.7	
Urban	 114.2	 115.6	 110.2	 120.8	
Rural	 111.1	 107.4	 112.6	 119.4	
Source:	GSO	2011a.		
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NOTES	
i	Sex	ratios	at	birth,	recorded	as	the	number	of	male	births	per	100	female	births,	is	expected	to	be	
approximately	105-106.	For	a	discussion	of	the	factors	affecting	the	sex	ratio	at	birth,	see	Waldren	
(1998).		
ii	Even	in	the	rare	matrilineal	societies,	power,	land,	and	resources	are	still	held	by	male	kin,	in	the	
form	of	brothers	from	a	particular	mother.	
iii	There	is	no	obvious	link	between	regime	type	and	sex	ratios—China	and	India	have	divergent	
styles	of	governance	but	both	have	strong	son	preference	and	high	sex	ratios.	Civil	society	is	much	
weaker	in	Vietnam,	because	the	government	does	not	allow	the	establishment	of	independent	human	
rights	groups,	which	can	limit	the	pressure	that	women’s	groups	can	apply.	That	said,	examining	
CEDAW	reports	suggests	that	the	state	is	fairly	open	to	external	human	rights	pressures	regarding	
gender	equality	(CEDAW	2000,	CEDAW	2005,	CEDAW	2014).	
iv	The	ratio	of	male/female	deaths	was	0.53	during	that	period	according	to	Goodkind,	1996.		
v	The	age	0	sex	ratio	in	1966	was	slightly	high	at	107.5,	but	the	sex	ratios	at	birth	for	1955	and	1960	
were	below	106.		See	Park,	1983:	350.	
vi	The	sex	ratios	at	birth	for	total	births	in	Busan,	Daejeon,	Gyeongbuk	and	Gyeongnam	are	107.2,	
108.2,	107.6	and	108.0	(KOSIS).	Gyeongbuk	and	Gyeongnam	also	have	unusually	high	sex	ratios	at	
birth	for	first	order	births	at	111.1	and	109.0	respectively	(KOSIS).	
vii	The	type	of	women’s	employment	could	have	an	effect	(i.e.	manual	labor	vs.	professional	
employment),	but	this	information	was	not	available	by	region	from	the	Korean	National	Statistics	
Office.	
viii	For	example,	in	2006,	37	cases	were	reported,	but	only	five	were	prosecuted.	See	KWAU	2011.	
ix	It	should	be	noted	that	in	2009,	the	ban	was	eased	so	that	after	32	weeks,	prenatal	sex	
identification	is	permitted.	
x	In	1990,	for	example,	there	were	an	estimated	422,000	abortions,	which	means	that	40%	of	all	
pregnancies	that	year	were	terminated	by	abortion.	See	Kim,	2004.	
xi	The	UNFPA	claims	that	the	laws	banning	prenatal	sex	determination	were	effective	and	helped	to	
reduce	sex	selection.	See	UNFPA	2011.	
xii	Evidence	of	shifting	attitudes	toward	elder	care	can	be	found	in	the	recent	phenomenon	of	a	
ballooning	elderly	suicide	rate.	Newspapers	carry	harrowing	tales	of	elderly	South	Koreans	who	
drained	savings	to	facilitate	children’s	success,	expecting	that	the	children	would	in	turn	care	for	
their	parents	–	only	for	the	parents	to	find	themselves	abandoned.	See	Choe	2007.	
xiii	In	2006,	67%	of	those	aged	65	and	over	believed	that	it	was	the	responsibility	of	family	members	
to	take	care	of	the	elderly,	but	that	figure	had	dropped	to	38%	in	2010—the	majority	of	elderly	
parents	are	now	working	to	higher	ages	and	have	plans	in	place	to	ensure	their	economic	well	being	
after	retirement.	Statistics	Korea,	2011	Statistics	on	the	Aged,	29	September	2011,	at	
www.kostat.go.kr.		
xiv	1976	and	1991	figures	are	reported	in	Cho	and	Hong,	1996;	2000	and	2012	figures	are	from	the	
2012	National	Survey	on	Fertility,	Family	Health	&	Welfare	in	Korea	(Kim	et	al	2012:	Table	5-13).	
Interestingly,	of	the	women	surveyed	in	2012,	those	most	likely	to	say	that	a	son	was	necessary	were	
women	from	the	youngest	age	groups—21.7	%	of	married	women	aged	15-24	indicated	that	a	son	
was	necessary	compared	with	7%	of	women	aged	40-44.	(See	Table	5-15).		
xv	In	cases	of	divorce,	their	housework	is	regarded	as	income	generating,	and	marital	property	is	to	
be	divided	into	two	halves	(an	improvement	over	South	Korea,	where	women	are	entitled	to	portions	
of	the	marital	estate	varying	from	one-fifth	to	one-half).	(CEDAW	2000).	
xvi	Interestingly,	during	the	late	1980s	and	early	1990s,	there	was	actually	a	dearth	of	young	men	of	
marriageable	age	due	to	the	legacy	of	the	Vietnam	War	and	outmigration,	with	86	marriage-age	men	
per	100	marriage-age	women	recorded	in	
1989,	and	93:100	in	1999.	See	Mizoguchi	2010.	
xvii	The	Kinh	comprise	about	89%	of	the	nation’s	population	(See	UNFPA,	2009a).	Of	them,	Guilmoto	
notes,	“The	Kinh	originated	from	the	northern	plains	and	delta	regions,	and	they	progressively	
expanded	southward	from	the	eleventh	to	the	eighteenth	century,	absorbing	local	populations	of	
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Chamic	and	Khmer	origins.	Uxorilocal	residence	(in	which	a	married	couple	lives	with	or	near	the	
wife’s	parents),	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	common	feature	in	the	south	and	constitutes	one	of	the	typical	
traits	of	its	bilateral	system.	The	Mekong	River	Delta	has	the	largest	proportions	of	families	with	
coresiding	married	children.	But	of	greater	interest	here	is	the	share	of	daughters	among	coresiding	
married	children:	their	proportion	varies	across	regions	from	12	percent	to	41	percent	and	is	twice	
as	large	in	the	south	as	in	the	north	.	.	.	we	do	not	know	whether	the	relatively	woman-friendly	
attitudes	and	policies	found	in	parts	of	Vietnam	will	be	able	to	withstand	the	gradual	socioeconomic	
homogenization	of	Vietnam’s	population.	The	fact	that	prenatal	sex	selection	can	also	be	detected	in	
the	largest	metropolitan	areas	such	as	Hanoi	and	Ho	Chi	Minh	City	suggests	that	rapid	social	
transformations	and	the	growing	employment	opportunities	for	women	have	not	yet	substantially	
eroded	traditional	gender	arrangements”	(Guilmoto	2012b:	42).	In	a	related	publication,	Guilmoto	
attempts	to	operationalize	degree	of	patrilineality	across	the	regions	of	Vietnam	by	examining	%	of	
those	heads	of	households	aged	40	and	above	living	with	married	children	and	also	more	specifically	
with	married	daughters.		This	exercise,	which	the	author	admits	may	have	reliability	problems,	
yielded	mixed	results.	(Guilmoto	2012a)	
xviii	According	to	the	2012	Household	Living	Standards	Survey,	net	enrolment	rates	for	boys	and	girls	
are	as	follows:	92.2	and	92.7	in	primary,	79.8	and	83.0	for	lower	secondary,	and	55.2	and	63.9	for	
upper	secondary.	See	Table	2.4	in	GSO	2012.	
xix	Abortion	was	available	in	North	Vietnam	from	1971	onwards,	but	it	was	illegal	in	most	
circumstances	in	South	Vietnam	until	reunification	in	1975.		
xx	The	Decision	further	outlined	the	minimum	age	for	childbearing	(22	for	women,	24	for	men	for	
party	members,	otherwise	19	and	21	for	other	women	and	men	respectively),	and	provided	details	
regarding	the	spacing	of	children	according	to	the	age	of	the	mother.		See	Vietnam	Council	of	
Ministers	Decision	162,	1988.	
xxi	As	demographer	Christophe	Guilmoto	points	out	in	his	recent	examination	of	sex	ratios	at	birth,	a	
birth	population	of	less	than	1000	births	is	subject	to	variation	in	the	sex	ratios	and	can	range	from	
93	to	119	and	still	be	considered	normal	(within	a	5%	confidence	interval).	In	the	case	of	the	1999	
population	in	Vietnam,	the	3%	sample	used	to	calculate	provincial	sex	ratios	at	birth	is	based	on	too	
small	a	sample	to	be	reliable	(birth	populations	were	on	average,	around	600	births).	See	Guilmoto	
2015.		
xxii	Figures	for	2013	are	representative	of	those	throughout	the	2000s,	with	male	infants	and	children	
under	5	dying	at	higher	rates	than	females	(GSO	2013).	
